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NEAR EAST/AFRICA INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY
GREECE

Election preliminaries: Preparafions iof the Greek nafional elections
appear to be taking s normal coursa under the administration of the pew
Thectokis “service’’ government. Despite initial fear that the interim
regime might prove & vehicle for palace intervention in politics,
Theotokis is apparently carrying out his pledge of a free electoral
atmosphers: restrictions on eivil tiberties imposed during the guerr {ila
campaign have besn relaxed; the zrmed ferces, police, and gender=
merie have heen given firm orders against interferance with the
campaigning; and efforts are being made Lo forestall disruptive
incidents by Communist guerriilas or armed rightists, Theotckis

has deferred to the wishes of the party leaders in his decision to keep
the proprotional representation system. Meanwhile, bis postponement
of the elections from 19 February until 5 March, so as to permit move
complete revision of electoral lists and more extended party campaigh-
ing, is generally popular even ghough the two major parties, the rightist
Populists and the centrist Liberals, apparently fael that the postpone-
ment favors their less well-organized rivals.

Although the threat of the palace-sponsored entry of Marshai
Papagos into palitics has subsided for the time being, leaders of the
two major parties may well worry about the future. In the recent
maneuverings of the 80-odd Greek political narties, a rightist bloc
has emerged o attract extremist foilnwers away from the plurality
Papulists, whose chances of winning new support from splinter groups
grow daily slimmer and whose internal structure shows inereasing
signs of disinfegration, Meanwhile, icftist elements of the Liberal
Party following may be lured away by the new left-of -center group
ander Ceneral Plastiras, even though the Liberals have shown an
ability to win new backing and may possibly supplant the Populists
as the largest single party. Present trends indicate that the post-
eiection Parliament will be characterized by numerous small eom-
binations that will wield important balapce-of -power influence and
that may be in a position to hamstring effective parliamentary govern-
ment. ‘

SBENT
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Cyprus and the Turks: Results of the unofficial “*plebiscite’” in Cyprus,
which will undoubtedly indicate thal o farge majority of the popuiation
favor enosis (union with Greeses), wiit crouse strongly unfavorable re-
actions in Turkey, Bacause of the key pesition Cyprus occuples off
Turkey’s southern coast, the Turks betieve thak sovereignty over the
island should remain with the British rather than be transferred o a
country like Graace, which could easily be overrun by the Soviets.
According to a constanily repeated, bul not necessarily offieial, Turkish
view, Cyprus should be returned to Turkey if any change in its status
must be made. The Turks secordingly tend to attribute enosis agita -
tion principally to a diabolical Comrounist scheme to involve Greece in
dissension, not oaly with the UX, but aizo with Turkey. In their eyes,
poiitical concessions to the island's Gresk-spesking msjority would he
vne thing. A change in scvereignty, howaver, woold be quite ancther- -

and if the eposis questica becomes more acute the Turks may feel com=

pelied to take a firm officizi siand on the marter.
IRAN

Razmara boom checked: Recent efforts to promoke the candidacy of
Chief of Staff Razmara for the premicrship hizve now been sharply
checked. Rumors that Hazmara might be given the post not only have
been dismissad by Prime Minister 3aed on the ground that Razmara
tacks politiczl stature for the ioh, hui alse bave produced disciaimers
from the Shah bimself. The latter has reporiediy asserted that: (1)
he would never consent L0 RaZmara’s forming a governments and (2)
Razmara was 2 military man who would be expected (o confine him-
self o military matiers.

The sudden defiztion of the Bazmarz boom leaves in doubt the
guestion of how it ever was aliowed ¢ develop in the first place. Al-
though Razmara never went s0 far s o announce his candidacy
opaniy, he did make clesr in privite not caly that he would accept
the post if offered him hut that he feit particularly compatent to clear
up Iran’s current probiems; and wheiher he would have made such 3
move without prior consuitation with the Shah is guastionazble. While
Razmara may in fact bave acted indapendently, it is possible that the
Shab authorized some fasjors on the subject tu get an iden of what the
reaction would be if he were to ¢all Razmarn (o the premiersbip in the
avert of a veal crisis.

SiasnENy
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INDIA -PAKISTAN

Tension unabated: Continuing animosity between India and Pakistan
and the possibility that it may lezd to war will overshadow the pro-
ciaiming of the Indian Pepublic on 26 Janwary. The trade war between
the twe states has not ohatad. The Kashmir question is no elosar to
stiution (particularly with the Security Council side-tracked on the
issue of China's rapresentation on the Council). Neither country
desires war, and Indig which oppozes an carly plebiscite in Kashmiv
and therefora favors continuation of the status quo, certainly will
not initiate hostilities. Thare are indications, however, that the
Government of Pakistan is reaching the limit of #ts patience, Prime
Minister Liaquat Ali Khan recently declared in the Constituent Assambly
that, no matter what the consequernces, Pakistan would not forsake the
millions of Kashmiri Moslems or alinw Indiz to dominate Kashmir
by force. The possibility thus exisis that Indiv’s uncompromising
attitude toward Kashmir, together with other matters of dispule hetween
the countries, may came the Pakistunis to choose war in preference to
the conditisns which they believe Indisn policy is forcing upon them.

NOTEZD IN BRIEF

The astute leaders of Turkey's opposition Demociatic Party, having
mameavered the government inte whit many workers might well con-
sider an anti-labar position, are persuasively publicizing themselves
a5 the real champicns of the labor cavse. The Damocrats have
vigortusly advocated the right o strike {which Turkish workers do

not poessess), aud--despits the guvernment's preparation of bills
designad to tmprove the workers’ lot--government spokesmen have
heen kept busy justifving tha ¢fficial position that strikes are outmoded
and apt £2 1lead (0 dangercus national dissension.

* * *

Should the US decide o recall its diplomatic mission in Buigaria, the
Turks may well decide to take similar action, thus beginning what
might conceivably develop ints & widespread diplomatic boycott of at
wgast one Soviet-sateliife state.

* * *
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An Iranian military court, in & move regarded in Te‘hgam as a pﬁ_‘iii.ic;.fz’
reprisal, has senteaced Dr. Baghai, a leading opposition deputy in the

last Majlis, to0 one year imprisonment fo

r ‘‘insulting the army.”” Al-

r.uoh the specific charge is not kiown, Bagha! probably incuerred army
Mth sl;icm whet tfe bitterly xttacked Chief of Staff Razmara during
a twelve-day filibuster in the Majiis. Apparently spurred Oy this |
aliegedly retaliatory act and alss in preparation for the cuming T'ebt:ua?x
Majlis elactices, Dr. Mohammad Mossader, ffh& hsad of the cppos;.uicmst
party, has aunounced he will retarn from seli -imposed exiie sutside

Tekran to carry or Baghat's self -styled

sfight against the ruling ¢lass.”’

Mossadeq’s party cbtained 2 heavy vote in the recentiy annulied Majlis

elections.

SHERET
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